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itsniceto meet you. My name s Juno
Dawsan, F'm an author from Biighton,
UK,and 1am a woman.Only one of
those things s rue o begin it
Wihen | was bor aridiculously ong
time ago, was acualy rom Bradord,
and | wasn'tan author because | was  tiny baby. Aso, my parents
alled me James.

BUT | WAS ALWAYS

A WOMAN.

Itstrue, | was. It just ook me sometime tofigure tout.

You'see, the docor who oversaw mybirth made a whoopsie.t ealy
wasthis fauht A far s he could tell from a quicksan of my body,
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Iwasa baby boy. What he couldt have known all thoseyears ago
isthat, for tiny facion of peopl glballytheir eventual gender
identty does not match thei bologcal sex.

s like a bag of chocolatey Revels: you can't always tell what's n the
middle from looking at the auter shell.
Itssuperare, bu it doeskeep happening i  thing We all ot
this momentin time) being TRANSGENDER or sometimes ust
TRANS, These days, it makes up the in 1GBI0:.

Ittook me almostthity years to pece together the clues that | might
be one ofthese mythlogical unicom people ' dinly heard about
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xacl the woman Id grow into - 1d lookike April
NinjaTurtes o P from Doctor Who.

amazing ole models youl read aboutn
seqmens hat separate each chapte ofthis book | 't ha
Coxor Janet otk toasite o, By 2005, the anly trans prson
reallyseen i the mediawas Nadia Almada, the winner o Big Brother
Ukserie fiv. Eventhen, although | thought Nadia was reat, it
Connectherexperence with mine becaus, i the Big Botherhouse,
she did discus her ansiion o childhood.

Now you might know of me from the comganion bookto ths ne,
'THIS BOOK IS GAY, which | wrote in 2012 when | was stil
known a5 James Dawson. While s esearching that it  was very
keen fortto be fullyincusive ofallqueer people.Withthisin mind,
setouttointenview as many people as possble sothe book wouldn't
justbe based on my experences. | metlsbians,bi peaple, gay men
from allwalks of fe, and yes, tans people.

Itwas during those researc nterviews that started to meet people:
whose experiences were hauntingly ke mine: they too had made
dealswith Godinthe night; they oo had a very diferen vision ofthe
adultthey might grow o

71 quot oo GO ol & sk 5l ot gt
Sl oo s g v ot e, gt o ol s

e s coneodes A u e s o g o1 0 e s
ey stge iy gy e e
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VES, | KNOW.
I'M BASICALLY A
FOSSIL PERSON.

Yousee, the 19905, when | was a teenager, wereadiffernt time
For one thing,we ddi't havethe Intemet

In some ways, withaut trlling, sexting and Russian bots, the world was
anicer,simplr lace,but it was alsoaess wellnormed place.

When 1 was an nfan, my parnts had no access o nformation about
ranschldren. As ik  asked many, many times when | was going
10'1um nto a gi. | was told 10 stop being il When we played
ames outon the suburban cul de-sac where | lved, | was aways a
girlcharctr. | was Sheiafrom Dungeons & Dragons orTeela from
He M. had a Barbie dol thatused to make-beleve was Penelope
Pittop by constucting elaboate taps wth sting and tilet roll tubes.
My parents were concerned abou this trange’behaviour (even
thoughitwas actall perfectly natural for me) ecause they had no
noton thattishappens ll thetime,alover the world.

Bythe time | was ten oreleven years ad,thoroughly shamed into
silence and secrcy by prtty much every adultand peer i my worl,
I crtainly wasn'ttellng anyone | wanted t be. il | was woried '
getmy head Kicked n. But | 6id used t dream of the teenage gil|
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This bookis caled What The 7This s a phrase tha riginated on
New Yok iy bll rcuitin the 1980s the one you might have seen
in Pars s Buming or Pose) and it means whats the trth? | suppose
thatswhat finally leamed in 2013: the truth about yself.Up i
that point I thought | wanted o be i when, infac | just was one.
Foraltose years, beleved an efor docorancetld my parers.

Perhaps | should haveactallyasked my new ransfrends how hard it
was going 1 be, but regardess, | made th step and CAME OUTY
Again!Everyone wa ke woah, twist and | ws ke yes, bitc,
poychtactually did' sy tht,but people wre supersupportve.

My fiends have been AMAZING, my readers and fans completely
embraced me; and myfther even agreed o flm adocumentary about
it(athough thats  iferent stoy).

S0 yes, for the lastsixyears I've been Juno and - honestly - happier
than | have ever been in my entieIfe.

IF YOU WANT TO STOP
READING AT THIS POINT,

I'M TOTALLY DOWN FOR THAT.
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It had't even occured to my clules e brainthat my whole e
hadbeena BIG FAT TRANSGENDER LIFE. Rightfrom day
‘one. | lived on the streets as one person and another, wholly different,
‘person in my head! How mad is that? It was like having a gil twin
who lived in another dimension.If| was in awomen's clothes shop,
1 think Tisis wht she'd uy' I sawa cute hairutina magazine,
1 think She'd gethat hirdo' f met a staight man, 4 think
tomysellShe'dask im outfor cofe’. | was ving twofives. G,
‘exhausting. Ain't no one got time for that

Asyou animagin,the fe 1 was lvingin th lesh was as much fun
astheanewas havingin my head.Everything | was dong as James was
abithalarsed. | elly wantedt b someone es; I vanted 1 b her.

And 50, ne nightn bed, | thought to myseMaybe this s what
being tans i and "Wouldthat be s bad? I already been through
the coming outmillanceas ateenager and both me and my family
had sunived the ordeal.Whi‘ving as  gay man'Id been verbally
abused, ollowed, even spa at n the streel. Being rans couldn't b any
worse. 0rso | thought.

115 2 grown-up so|did avery grown-up thing and hred a therapist
1otalk though he many, many questions | had swimming around in
iy head. Iwas a confusing time. I lots ofways it would have been
easirto anyon being James and not rocthe boat.| could have,but
1had a huge fea that was wasting my e, keenlyfelttime sligping
away Whats more, | met ltsof ther trans women who werelving
theirbest possbl ve. v spoken tosomeofthem while wriing this
book.To b rank, | wasealous. They gett be gils,why can't1?

{1 "





